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2012	Drought…many,	many	impacts
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April	24,	2012

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

U.S.	Drought	Monitor,	Missouri
Aug	28,	2012

Drought	Severity

Drought	rapidly	evolved	due	to	several	conditions…
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Missouri	Average	Summer	Temperature	
(Jun-Jul-Aug,	1895-2016)

Long-term	average:	75.6°F 5	yr.	running	mean
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Missouri	Average	Summer	
Maximum	Temperature																																																								
(Jun-Jul-Aug,	1895-2016)
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Missouri	Average	Summer	
Minimum	Temperature																																																								
(Jun-Jul-Aug,	1895-2016)

Source:	NOAA/Missouri	Climate	Center
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What’s	the	Big	Deal	about	Heat?

• 90° 13%	greater	drying	potential	than	at	86°.

• 96° 37%	greater.
• 100° 54%	greater.
• 104° 74%	greater.
• 108° 95%	greater.
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Missouri	Average	Summer	Precipitation	
(Jun-Jul-Aug,	1895-2016)
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Source:	NOAA/Missouri	Climate	Center

Long-term	average:	12.18” 5	yr.	running	mean
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Missouri’s	biggest	climatic	vulnerability	is	drought…

Missouri	Monthly	Precipitation	Departure	From	Average*																
Jan	2011	– Dec	2015

NOAA/Missouri	Climate	Center
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*Long-term	average:	1895-2010
Jan	2011-Dec	2015	departure	from	normal:	+12.71”

32	out	of	60	months	below	normal,	53%

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Many	impacts	despite	being	a	short-lived	drought	when	
compared	to	other	drought	periods	in	Missouri.



The	1952-56	period	is	the	driest	5	
consecutive	years	on	record	for	Missouri.

Jan	1952-Dec	1956	departure	from	normal:	- 48.09	inches!!

45	out	of	60	months	below	normal,	75%

*Long-term	average:	1895-2010

NOAA/Missouri	Climate	Center
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Missouri	Monthly	Precipitation	Departure	From	Average*																
Jan	1952	– Dec	1956

Missouri’s	biggest	climatic	vulnerability	is	drought…

16	consecutive							
months							

below	normal					
-22.76”



Missouri	Annual	Average	Precipitation	
(1895-2015)

Long-term	average:	40.86” 5	yr.	running	mean
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Source:	NOAA/Missouri	Climate	Center
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Missouri’s	biggest	climatic	vulnerability	is	drought…
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Iowa	Year-to-Date	Precipitation



Missouri	YTD	Precipitation











NWS	7-Day	Precipitation	Forecast



NWS	8	to	14	Day	Outlook	(Nov	16-22)



NWS	Outlook	(Nov	19	– Dec	2)



NWS	Winter	Outlook



NWS	Spring	2017	Outlook



NWS	Summer	2017	Outlook
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